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THE SWUTHERN SUBURBS

©

How Militant Is the "Foverty 8elt” Around Beirut?

The southern suburbs of Beirut have for years
been making headlines in the local press, but
in the past feuw ueeks they captured the atten-
tion of the international media following the
tuin suicide attacks on the U.S. marines and
french troops of the Multinational peace-
keeping force on Oct. 23. Because of their
proximity to the U.S. marine base ih the
Beirut Airport area and the generally anti=’
American stance of  the predominently Moslem
Shiite population, the southern suburbs have
been linked with the disaster which left near-
ly 300 MNF troops dead. Local leaders have
denied any involvement, direct or indirect,
in. the tragedy, but reports of an imminent
reprisal action have kept hundreds of thous=
ands of the local inhabitants in constant
lra. aad ttviet,  S'*hot gh oot oF tnc Greates
Beirut ar=a, ‘he ssuthern suburbs appear to
constitute a distinct political and military
case in view of the prevailing political ate
titudes of ihe leaders and the rscurrent cl-
ashes betueen the local militia on the one
hand and the Lebanese army and rightist Leb-

~ .anese Forces militia on the other. .

* * *

Population. Even before the Lebanese strife of the mid-seventies, the
SoutRern suburbs of Beirut had posed a sharp contrast in its poverty and
low standards of living .compared with the striking affluence of the
capital proper, Consequently, the southern suburbs had been variously
called "the belt of poverty" or the "suburbs of the deprived." They cons=- -
tituted the motivating factor behind the "Movement of the Deprived” uhich
was launched in the early 1970s by Imam Mousa Al Sadr, spiritual leader

of the Moslem Shiite community who has been missing since 1978 after a
visit to Libya, o
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Basically, the southern suburbs make up an area of about 28 sq. ki-
lomters.and include the following: Burj Brajneh, Hay As-Sullom, Amrousiyeh,
Mrai jeh, Lailaki, Shweifat Desert, Sfair, Hay Madi, Bir Al Abed, Haret
Hraik, Ghobaireh, Chiyah and Ouzai, all surrounding the Lebanese capital
f:om the ~nuth, The o_iginal pop_ialiun of the areu ir 2stirated at
around 150,000, but this has risen since the turn of:the century to ar-
ound 700,000, according to 8 survey published in the weekly magazine of
Beirut's leading daily AN NAHAR this week, Although the predominent pop-.
ulation is Shiite, there have been smaller Moslem Sunni and Christian
communities living there. . '
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The dramatic incresse in population has been caused by B variety
£ fadtc:s, but tﬁ:ee can bs!siTgLad,cut::. : '
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i n: ‘Since Befrut was the hub &f business' and commerce |
‘\\as welll a3 the throbing heart of the Lebanese economy, many Lebanese i

Mhad left their agnicultiiral are#s in the 'south and the east and quvad|'

AR % of job opportunities, This was later enhanced .
U

! to the, capital in searc
| by theirise of industrigl factories and plants in and around Beirut, j ||
; _uhic? flsﬁ requiraq,inc?easiqg pumbers of Workers, ' o : ?

o N b i . ¥ . :
. ,!23 Isracli Attacks: From the beginning of the 197Us|and until the
‘lsraeli Insasion of 1982, many Ltebanese, particularly Moslem Shiites,
were forced to abandon their ‘homes in the south as a result of Palestf
inian guerrilla attacks on Isragl, which most often invited severe mi-
litary reprisals, ' o :

i

"3~ Civil War: But the biggest influx of Moslem Shiites into tha '
- southern eLburbs occurred during the two-year civil war of 1975-76,
,when large numbers of this community were forced out of their homes in
what later became known as Christian-controlled areas of east Balrut.
‘Moslem Shiite leaders, quoted by AN NAHAR's wsekly, said thousands of .
,Shiites had to leave such areas as Burj Hammoud, Oikwaneh, Nabaa, Sibnay,
'ﬂay Ghawarneh and others .and sought refuge in the southern suburbs.

vk
. " Many also left.'their homes im Sin E1 ?il, Karantina,and Betchay i
;36 well as Tal Zaatar, which had been mainly a Palestinian refuges camp
thatlfell to Christian rightist hands in August, 1976, C

H Lo ' ' b
' Most of the southern suburbs extend into each other, leaving no f
roon for a demarcation line to be drawn betuesn them. This why the B
peuers of the local municipalities often overlap, and the local social
organizations are 30 numerous, AN NAHAR's magazine says there are 17
social clubs in the southern suburbs in addition to 13 boy scout org- !
enizations, eight movie theataers (all closed), 15 pharmacies, 50 med- !
ical cl}nics, 100 butchery shops, 600 garages and 62 hair-dressing shops,

As a result of the racent clashes in the summer of this year, many
of the local residents have left their homes in the southern suburbs,
the magazine said, and estimated the .current population at no more
than 250,000, It said Hay Madi, Mraijeh and Sfair, for example, are
virtually unpopulated, while there is no more than 10 per cent still
living in Ruueis, . '

. Features. A tour of the populated areas -of the sauthern suburbs

‘| *would show an enormous amount of graffiti on the valls as well as do=" -
minating posters.af the missing Imam Mousa Al Sadr and Iran's reli-

gious leader Ayatilleh Khomeini. Most of the women wear ankle-long dresses
and scarfs arounu the hezd with only their faces showing. :

floslem mosques are scattered everywhere and are most crowded on
Fridays vith bearded armed men and Moslem clerics, a’.phenomenon that
reflects the extant of religious influence in the community.

P

;
'
Co0
g4
i
i




v 0 T L R R RN I AU R i
. . Declassified and Ap

giddle East Repor .o
\ r
3 W 3
37 coanovSHI T TES contld, | : R

; R . .
Ky ] . i o . t

" Amal Controls. Tﬂroughput the southarn suburbs the mainstream

shilte militia, Amal, lis in®control. This hdppened most distinctly
after the outbreak of the so-called "mountain war," which followed Is-
rael's partial withdrawal to the Auali River'on September 4th. The Leb-
anese army, which entered the southern suburbs and west Beirut on
the heels of the Israéli inbasion last ysar, pulled out gradually after=-
uqr%s apd retained a few pobitions on the fringes of the suburbs.
Lo K . ' ]

N - " i i
i "Jhen tha!Lebanese Brm& entered tha southern suburbs, we velcomed

I it," said Hassan Hashem, chairman of the Executive Committee of Amal.

The Shiite Mufti, Sheikh Abdel Amir Kabalan, expressed the same vieuv.
In.the intervisu with!AN NAHAR's magazine, the two Shiite leaders blamsd
the subsequent conflitts on the rightist Lehanese Forces militia which
vas 'hard' on the heels of the Lebanese army. . . .

H . B " ‘
The two men cited a number of incidents in which the Lebanese army
appeared to be-conniving with the Lebansse Forces, until Sept. 23, when
the rightist militia reportedly attempted to bring doun pictures of
Imam Mousa Sadr at Mreijeh in order to put up pictures of the late
President~elect Bachir Gemayel. Four Shiites were allegedly killed in
that incident, which led to' the major September unrest during which
Shiite and Amal militiamen Swarmed the streets of west Beirut.

! sut before the militia cruld consolidate its grip on the precgomin~
ently Moslem sector of the faspital, the Lebanese army staged a major
sweep and flushed the militiamen out, restoring army control of west

- Beirut. Houever, the army refrained from storming the southern suburbs

mainly to avoid what could havse turned cut to be a bloodbath. Since
then, Amal has been in control of the southern suburbs.

. No Féreigners, "Apart from the Palestinian refugee camps, there
are no foreigners or non-Lebanese in the southern suburbs," said Sheikh
Kabalan and fMr. Hashem. "There is no truth in allegations that the
southern suburbs have become a hidegut for terrorists," Hashem said.
The two men said that while Amal is in full control of security, law
and order, "anyone of the local. inhabitants is free to have his oun
political beliefs." :

They both agreed, however, that "fear and.anxiety" are the domin=
ating factors which are reflected in "sniping and counter-sniping, armed
barricades, sand-barriers, road-blocks, clashes and indiscriminate
.shelling all of which have forced many people to leave their homes for
safer areas, Those who remain live in constant fear, anxiety and anti-
cipation.”

On the frontlines, Amal's Pighters almost invariably accused the
rightist lebanase Fercas of violrtirj the ceasefire by ~ither sniping
or kidnapping peopie, "Every time wve return fire, the Lebanese army
intervenes by shelling our positions,” tha fighters told AN NAHAR's
magazine. "Then, the official Radio Station claims that foreignets
have been attacking Lebanese army positions.® :
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;( Akef Havdarb E?En interview with the same magazine, Mr. Akef
naldar, head of mal's Polithufo, also denisq there were any non-
Lebanése in. the southern suburbs. "Media allagations to the contrary .
. are-aicause of anxiety' and ¢oncern, perhaps intended to create condi~"
‘. tions conducive for a blov aga*nst the area by local ar ﬁnraign quar
‘Haidar said. "But 've warn against any foolish adventure,” he deglarad.
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%! Raldaf denied Amal had'a ita s
. anbth?r in charge of political ones. "There are political dacxslnns‘--q
that are carried out by military people,” he said, noting that this} -

is' uhat makes Amal diffezent from all other "active forces" on the -
! Lebanese scene. While ;emphasizing that Amal is exclusively raﬁpcn-
i~ siblel for security in-the southern suburbs, he conceded tha@ some .
vilblations and excesses" could happen, "as they do in other countries;
orl even in the areas under Lebanese legiﬁimate control," Amal aluays

i . PR . . ] : wot
n] uoulso like to make it clear that we do not wish, by virtue of
! our: military strength, to impose our vieus on anyone," Haidar said.urd
ngur military strength became necessary after the Israeli ipvasiun an1
tHe adventurous practices of the (rightidt) militlas against our pedple
and land =3 vell as after ve had bean forced:out at gunpoint from i,
Habaa, Sivrey, Tas Zaz.ar znu other areas,” . . .

N
B ' “'The carrying of arms by the Shiites, he sald, was intended-to i
njefand the land against the Israpli enemy and tn'defeng our human .

fntegrity.” Amalts conformity -with other tebanese ?olxtxcal,fnrcas,'
such ‘as the Progressive Socialist Party of Mr. Walid Jumblat and the
Hational Salvation Front "is within the context of our under?tandxng

! of the general political gituation. It is a dsmocratig gppnsxtion to

.. prevent the Administration from making unilateral 'decisions on the

i  deatiny of Lebanon without our participation.” . |

' Although Amal is overwhelmingly a Shiite organization, "t is
definitely not our aim ta achieve sectagian gosals, but Father compre= .
! hemsive social reforms,” Haldar said, .

- P Havyne I g ) ‘
' !Sheikh Fad AN NAHAR also intervisued Sheikh Mohammed Hus=
sein Facla

ah, a prominent Sshiite cleric with considerable influence
! in the southern suburbs. He shared Haidar's vieus and said, nmynlike
,. others, wa do not demand guarantess {(for the Shiite cqmmunltyl but

. rather equality and justice.”

sheikh Fadlallah, too, blamed the Christian rightists for the
eviction of thousands of Shiites from east Beirut suburbs.'"ﬂany were
1 killed withcut even knowing one letter of politics," he said, That was
when Shiite refugees moved to the southern suburbs and cacried weapons,
he added. "This does not maxe the suuthern suburbs different from
east Beirut, except that anyone can enter the southern suburbs and
ieave safely, but in east geirut I'm not sure."

(AN NAHAR's magazine printed a note' saying that the rightist Leb-
anese Forces refused to give their views in the survey. B
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;1 acts to curb such excessas, he said. ! L
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